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SUBJECT: OVERFLIGHT FEES ASSESSED BY GOE AGAINST USAF 
AIRCRAFT 

REF: (A) USDAO CAIRO 131 1 17Z SEP 74 (NOTAL) 

(B) USDAO CAIRO 080801Z AUG 74 (NOTAL) 

1. REF A REPORTED RECEIPT OF BILL FROM GOE IN AMOUNT OF 
APPROXIMATELY DOLS 2,128.52 FOR 34 USAF MAC C-141 OVERFLIGHTS 
IN JUNE 1974. REF A DOES NOT INDICATE PRECISE BASIS OF 

CHARGES LEVIED NOR MISSIONS OF AIRCRAFT INVOLVED. INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE TO USAF INDICATES THAT IN JUNE THERE WERE 36 C-141 
OVERFLIGHTS IN SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT’S VISIT TO EGYPT, 4 FLIGHTS 
IN SUPPORT OF SUEZ CANAL CLEARANCE OR SALVAGE OPERATIONS 
(NIMBUS STAR/MOON) AND 19 OVERFLIGHTS TO OR FROM ETHIOPIA. 
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2. THE UNITED STATES HAS CONSISTENTLY ADVOCATED THE INTER- 
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NATIONAL PRINCIPLE THAT STATE AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE EXEMPTED 
FROM TAXES, DUTIES AND SET FEES NORMALLY IMPOSED ON CIVIL 
AIRCRAFT, INCLUDING OVERFLIGHT CHARGES AND FEES FOR THE USE 
OF FIXED FACILITIES SUCH AS NAVIGATIONAL AIDS AND RUNWAYS. 

STATE AIRCRAFT ARE NORMALLY REQUIRED TO PAY ONLY FOR SERVICES 
RENDERED TO THEM AS A RESULT OF AN EXPRESS REQUEST OF THE 
AIRCRAFT COMMANDER OR OTHER COMPETENT AUTHORITY (E.G., CHARGES 
FOR SERVICING OR MAINTENANCE OF AIRCRAFT, TOWING CHARGES, 
SPECIAL AIRPORT CHARGES SUCH AS FOR TURNING ON AIRPORT LIGHTS 
FOR A NIGHT LANDING). 

3. UNDER INTERNATIONAL PRINCIPLE REFERRED TO IN PARA 2 ABOVE, 

IT WOULD BE PARTICULARLY INAPPROPRIATE FOR GOE TO ASSESS 
OVERFLIGHT CHARGES IN CONNECTION WITH VISIT OF A HEAD OF 
STATE. INSOFAR AS FLIGHTS IN SUPPORT OF CANAL CLEARANCE 

OR SALVAGE OPERATIONS ARE CONCERNED, PARA 5. A. OF SUEZ CANAL 
CLEARANCE AGREEMENT (WHICH ALSO APPLIES MUTATIS MUTANDIS TO 
SALVAGE AGREEMENT) PROVIDES THAT QUOTE VESSELS AND AIRCRAFT 
ASSIGNED TO OR SUPPORTING THE FORCE MAY FREELY ENTER AND 
DEPART TERRITORIAL WATERS, PORTS AND AIRFIELDS OF THE ARAB 
REPUBLIC OF EGYPT, WITHOUT PAYMENT OF FEES OR CHARGES. 

UNQUOTE. THUS, IF CHARGES REFERRRED TO IN REF A WERE ASSESSED 
AGAINST C-141 FLIGHTS IN SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT'S JUNE VISIT OR 
CANAL CLEARANCE OR SALVAGE OPERATIONS, STRONG BASIS EXISTS FOR 
OBTAINING EXEMPTION FROM GOE FOR CHARGES. 

4. REF B REPORTED RECEIPT OF BLANKET CLEARANCE FROM GOE 

FOR MAC FLIGHTS OVERFLYING EGYPT ENROUTE TO ETHIOPIA OR JORDAN. 
ALTHOUGH REF B DOES NOT INDICATE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 
BLANKET CLEARANCE, UNDER INTERNATIONAL PRINCIPLE DISCUSSED 
IN PARA 2 ABOVE, EXEMPTION FROM OVERFLIGHT CHARGES FOR SUCH 
MAC FLIGHTS WOULD BE APPROPRIATE. 

5. REQUEST EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON FEASIBILITY OF APPROACH TO 
GOE SEEKING EXEMPTION FROM OVERFLIGHT CHARGES ON GROUNDS 
OUTLINED ABOVE. IF INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE, REPLY SHOULD 
INDICATE ON WHAT BASIS CHARGES WERE COMPUTED AND THE MISSIONS 
OF THE 34 AIRCRAFT INVOLVED (I.E., PRESIDENTIAL VISIT, 

NIMBUS STAR/MOON, OVERFLIGHTS TO ETHIOPIA, OR OTHER). 
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